
Authorship of Mark 

 No reference made in the book itself 

 Papias – bishop of Hieropolis, Phrygia (near 
Colossae/Laodicea)    (d. 130) 

 Mark wrote down what Peter had taught that Jesus 
had said and done  

 Many others agreed with Papias:  

 Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Jerome,  

 In fact no one questioned Mark as the author until 
modern times. 



Authorship of Mark 
 Traditionally identified as John Mark, son 

of Mary, in Acts12:12ff. 

 Cousin of Barnabas, traveled with Paul & 
Barnabas on 1st mission tour (left early) 

 Traveled with Barnabas on his 2nd tour 

 Identified by Peter as “my son” 1 P. 5:13. 

 Paul said Mark was useful to him in his 
ministry 2 Tim. 4:11. 



Date 

 Mark believed by the majority of modern 
scholars to be the earliest. 

 The tradition dates Mark around the mid to 
late 60’s. 

 Again, the themes of Mark support such a 
date. 

 

 





Location 
 Tradition located Mark in Rome soon after Peter’s 

death 

 Tradition also indicated Peter (and Paul) was 
executed in Nero’s persecution in the mid 60’s. 

 Some of the themes of Mark are consistent with such 
a setting (see later). 

 Twice Mark uses Latin terms to explain Greek terms: 
quadrans, 12:42 (currency); praetorium, 15:16 
(Roman administrative term). 

 Consistent with Roman origin 



Possible Settings for Mark 

 Rome – just before or during Nero’s 
persecution of Christians after the fire that 
destroyed much of Rome in AD 64. 

 Palestine – during the mid 60’s the Jews 
were struggling with Roman occupation; 
in 66 a revolt broke out and war resulted 
in severe defeat, destruction of Jerusalem 
and the temple. 



 Christians would have been caught in the 
middle 

 Jews would have accused them of being 
traitors not joining the rebellion. 

 The Romans would have viewed them as 
troublemakers as well  

 Back home they had been persecuted for the fire a 
couple of years earlier). 

 Viewed perhaps as a subgroup of the Jews. 

 



Finding the Structure of Mark 

 Different approaches to the structure: 
 Focus on geographical movement 

 Movement from Galilee to Judea, Jerusalem, death 

 Recognition of Jesus as the Messiah 
 Focuses on two confessions – Peter’s (8:29) and the 

Centurion’s (15:39) 

 Discipleship 

 Escalating conflict 

 Follows the outline of the early preaching as 
presented in Acts (C. H. Dodd) 





Mark 3:7-6:6  
Jesus and the 

Twelve 



 Jesus teaching transcended 
the Synagogue and the 
Sabbath 

 Jesus’ new family are those 
who accept his teaching 

The Universal Mission 
includes the Gentiles 

This is the New Israel 



Jesus Ministry in Galilee 
(3:20-4:34) 
 
Jesus and his Disciples 
cross to Gentile territory 
(4:35-6:6a) 







Markan sandwich 
 
This is the technique whereby 
Mark interrupts a story with what 
appears to be an unrelated story. 
 
But the stories relate. 



Mark 6:6b – 8:21 
 

Jesus and the Mission  
Of the twelve 


