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August 2008 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Our Parent/Student Handbook contains information on the procedures, guidelines and policies that 
have been established to make St. Hubert Catholic School a positive and safe learning environment 
for our students and staff.  
 
Please keep in mind the handbook cannot cover every situation that may come up during the course 
of the school year. Statements in the handbook are subject to amendment with or without notice. The 
school will attempt to keep parents/guardians informed of all changes as soon as possible. Some 
changes may be made immediately due to unforeseen circumstances. 
 
Since all students are expected to be familiar with the information in the handbook, parents are asked 
to review the handbook with each child. The parent and each child must sign and return the bottom 
portion of this sheet to the office no later than Wednesday, August 28th.  Our expectation is that by 
signing the bottom portion of this sheet you have, together with your child(ren), read and fully support 
the school mission and the procedures, guidelines, and policies that are included in the handbook.  
As a cost saving measure, this year�s Parent/Student handbook can be found on the St. Hubert 
School web site.  Hard copies will not be distributed to you directly. They are only available on our 
web site at www.sainthubert.org/School_web/school.htm.  Use the �underscore� between School and 
web.  
 
Please know that we are totally committed to Catholic education and together we can make a 
difference in your child�s life.  Thank you for your help and support in ensuring a successful year at St. 
Hubert Catholic School. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Vito C. DeFrisco     Alison M. O�Connor 
Principal       Assistant Principal 

����-------------------����--------------------����---------------------����--------------------����-------------------- 
Please cut along this line and return this signed bottom portion to school by Wednesday, August 28th.   
   
Parents/guardians, once you have reviewed with your child(ren) and accepted the procedures, 
guidelines, and policies that are included in the 2008 � 2009 Parent Student Handbook please check 
the box below, sign, and return this sheet to the school office no later than Wednesday, August 28th. 
  
��������We fully support the procedures, guidelines, and policies in the Parent/Student Handbook 
  
Please print family last name here: 
 
Parent Signature 

  
Date: 

 
Student Signature 

  
Date: 

 
Student Signature 

  
Date: 

 
Student Signature 

  
Date: 
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2008 - 2009 
 

August 14, 2008 
August  
 
14 Thursday School Advisory Board Meeting  
20 Wednesday Student Information Day  
21 Thursday First Day of Classes for Grades 1 � 8 
21 Thursday Kindergarten First Day / Orientation  
22 Friday  4 Year Old Pre School Orientation  
22 Friday  Full day 3 / 4 Yr Old Orientation  
25 Monday  Full day 3/ 4 Yr Old First Day  
25 Monday  4 Yr Old Pre School First Day 
26 Tuesday 3 Yr Old Pre School Orientation  
28 Thursday 3 Yr Old Pre School First Day 
 
September  
 
1 Monday  Labor Day � NO SCHOOL 
4 Thursday Junior High & 3 Yr. Old Pre School Curriculum Night 7:00 pm  
5 Friday  Band Meeting � New Band Parents 4:30 � 7:00 pm 
8 Monday  Hot Lunch Begins  
9 Tuesday Curriculum Night 4 Yr. Old Half and Full Day Pre School / 6th Gr. 7:00 pm 
11 Thursday School Advisory Board Meeting  
12 Friday  Track-a-Thon Assembly 
13 Saturday  Track-a-Thon 
17 Wednesday Half-day Faculty In-service � EARLY DISMISSAL 
26 Friday  Picture Day � All students (graduations pictures scheduled later) 
29  Monday  Progress Reports Distributed 
 
October  
 
2 Thursday Half-day Parent Teacher Conference � EARLY DISMISSAL  
3 Friday  Full-day Parent Teacher Conference NO SCHOOL 
9 Thursday School Advisory Board Meeting  
13  Monday  Columbus Day � NO SCHOOL 
21 Thursday Band Meeting � Returning Band Parents 7:00 pm 
 
November 
 
4 Tuesday Faculty In-Service � NO SCHOOL 
6 Thursday School Advisory Board Meeting  
17 Monday  * End of first trimester 
17 Monday  Junior High Science Fair  
24 / 25 Mon / Tue Report Cards Distributed     
26 Wednesday Non-Attendance Day � NO SCHOOL 
27 Thursday Thanksgiving Break � NO SCHOOL 
28 Friday  Thanksgiving Break � NO SCHOOL 
 
December  
 
4 Thursday Christmas Musical 7:00 pm 
11 Thursday School Advisory Board Meeting  
12 Friday  Christmas Band Concert  
19 Friday  Christmas break begins at end of the day 
 
 
January 
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5 Monday  School Resumes 
8 Thursday School Advisory Board Meeting  
12 Monday  Progress Records Distributed  
19 Monday  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Holiday � NO SCHOOL 
24 Saturday Solo Band Concert 
25  Sunday  Catholic Schools Week Mass 
25 / 31 Sun / Sat Celebration of Catholic Schools Week 
28 Wednesday Half-day In-Service � EARLY DISMISSAL 
29 Thursday New Parent Information Meeting   
 
February  
 
5 Thursday Half-day Parent Teacher Conference � NO SCHOOL  
6 Friday  Full Day Parent Teacher Conferences � NO SCHOOL  
12 Thursday School Advisory Board Meeting  
16 Monday  Presidents Day Holiday � NO SCHOOL  
23 Monday  * End of the second Trimester 
 
March  
 
2 / 3  Mon / Tue Report Cards Distributed 
12 Thursday School Advisory Board Meeting  
20 Friday  Spring Break begins at end of day 
30 Monday  School Resumes 
 
April  
 
10 Friday  Good Friday � NO SCHOOL 
16  Thursday School Advisory Board Meeting  
20 Monday  Progress Reports Distributed 
24 Friday  Archdiocesan System Wide Faculty Meeting � NO SCHOOL  
25 Saturday Confirmation 10:00 am  
29 Wednesday Half-day Faculty In-Service � EARLY DISMISSAL 
 
May  
 
7 Thursday Spring Musical 7:00 pm 
11 Monday  May Crowning 12:30 pm 
14 Thursday School Advisory Board Meeting  
15 Friday  Spring Band Concert  
22 Friday  Faculty In-Service � NO SCHOOL   
25 Monday  Memorial Day � NO SCHOOL 
28  Thursday 3 Yr Old Pre School Closed for summer  
29  Friday  4 Yr Old Pre School Closed for summer 
29 Friday  8th Grade Graduation 7:00 pm  
 
June 
 
2 Tuesday * End of the third trimester 
2 Tuesday Last day for 3 / 4 Full day Pre School   
2 Tuesday Last day of school (if no emergency days are used) 
3 Wednesday Faculty In-Service 
4 Thursday School Advisory Board Meeting  
9 Tuesday Last day of school if all emergence days are used  
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Students are dismissed at 1:30 on Wednesday for staff development.  
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St. Hubert School Philosophy of Education 
St. Hubert Catholic School�s philosophy of education is to develop the whole child through 
the involvement of Church, parents and the school. We recognize the parent/guardian as 
the primary educator of the child and work together to instill within our students a deep 
commitment to God, the Church, and our community, through the teachings of the Gospel 
values and traditions. 
 
Realizing that each child is unique, our goal is to help every child succeed and grow in an 
atmosphere of Catholic love and understanding.  Academic excellence is a significant part of 
this goal.  
 
We hope to foster a climate within our school which will enable our students to develop the 
abilities to think independently and to make decisions based on the teachings of Jesus. 
 
St. Hubert Catholic School is an integral part of St. Hubert Parish. Through all of our liturgies 
and religious experiences, we hope to encourage within our students a personal relationship 
with God. We involve students in liturgies, prayer, faith experiences and social outreach 
programs, so they can develop into faith filled, active participants in the Church and world 
community. 
 
Mission Statement 
St. Hubert Catholic School educates all children, preschool through eighth grade, in a solid 
core curriculum and instills in them the principles of our Catholic faith and the ideas of 
Christian values. We regard each child as a unique gift from God worthy of love. We are 
committed to being partners with parents/guardians in nurturing students who will be 
morally, academically, socially, and emotionally prepared for the challenges of the future. 
 

TEACHER/ADMINISTRATOR COMMITMENT 
We pledge ourselves as Christian educators "not merely to advance the internal renewal of 
the Church but to preserve and enhance its beneficent influence upon today's world, 
especially its intellectual world."(Declaration on Christian Education, Vatican II).  
 
As teachers and administrators, we strive to provide a positive atmosphere where our own 
interest in learning and the sharing of our knowledge and experience inspire students to 
greater intellectual growth.  Faith is nourished and fortified through prayer and example. 
 
PARENT COMMITMENT 
The religious education of children is primarily a parental responsibility, one that you have 
chosen to share with us. Together we will be successful in the Faith development of the 
child when the sound doctrine and Christian values learned in school reinforce those beliefs 
and values instilled in the home.  

 
We expect parents to participate actively in the faith life of their family. The children are 
taught that regular participation in liturgy is essential to their lives as Catholic Christians. 
Parents, then, are expected to share Eucharistic celebration every weekend with their 
children at St. Hubert Church. The children are taught that daily prayer is an important part 
of their faith life; they need to see their parents as prayerful persons and join them in family 
prayer. 
 
Parish Sacramental Programs are designed to support parents as they fulfill their 
responsibility for their children's sacramental preparation. St. Hubert Catholic School 
teachers reinforce in the classroom the preparation that takes place in the home for the 
parish celebration of First Eucharist and Reconciliation. 
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STUDENT COMMITMENT 
St. Hubert Catholic School strives to provide a positive learning environment for all students. 
Students are members of a supportive community rooted in the Catholic tradition.   
 
Students are challenged to� 

• have the courage to be hopeful  
• respect themselves, others, their property, and the environment  
• be responsible for the consequences of their actions 
• embrace diversity and right injustices  
• be prepared to learn every day 
• be honest and peaceful in their words and deeds  

UNITS 
Early Childhood Unit 
The Early Childhood Unit is comprised of the three & four year old preschool and the 
kindergarten. The goal of the Early Childhood Unit is to meet the individual needs of each 
student in the spiritual, social, emotional, cognitive, and physical areas. Religious education 
is an integral part of the Early Childhood Unit. Independence and self-help skills are 
encouraged and learning through play is important in the development of the child. The 
Early Childhood Unit provides a place where each child can grow and learn at his or her 
own rate, a place where each child can feel safe, cared for, and happy, and a place where 
Catholic values are instilled and lived. Developmentally appropriate activities provide 
experiences for the student. The preschool and kindergarten curriculum include the 
development of concepts and skills in language arts, math, science, art, music, as well as 
gross and fine motor areas. 
 
Primary Unit 
The Primary Unit strives to meet and develop the spiritual, intellectual, emotional and social 
needs of each child in a positive and caring environment. 
 
The Primary Unit consists of first, second, and third grade students. Emphasis at this level is 
placed on the areas of religion, language arts, and math, as well as social studies, science, 
computer, physical education, music, fluto phones, art and library skills. 
 
The Religion curriculum focuses on our relationship with God and others, elements of the 
Mass, and the Church as a community. The sacraments are discussed at each grade level 
with emphasis on Eucharist and Reconciliation in second grade. The children participate in 
service projects and liturgical events. 
 
Language Arts encompasses reading and phonics, grammar, spelling and writing skills.  
Students are challenged to work to their highest potential, with consideration given to 
individual needs and learning styles. 
 
Mathematics in the primary grades concentrates on mastery of basic facts, skills, and 
concepts. Fundamental skills are taught through the use of manipulatives, problem solving, 
and critical thinking. 
 
Intermediate Unit 
The Intermediate Unit, grades four, five and six, is a time when a student develops in many 
areas: personality, character, faith, responsibility, and friendship. Family life begins to share 
the spotlight with outside interests and friends. Keeping up with this growth and finding a 
balance are a challenge shared by both parents and teachers. The intermediate grades 
attempt to help the students to find that balance. 
 



 

 7 

Education in the Catholic faith is a priority. Religion is taught daily. Spiritual growth and the 
continuing development of Christian values are also an integral part of every school day. 
The curriculum includes the academic subjects of reading, math, English, science, social 
studies, and spelling. Students in grade four have classes in library, physical education, art 
and music. Students in grades five and six have classes in physical education, art, music, 
computer and Spanish. There is an emphasis on developing and using good writing skills in 
all subjects. 
 
Grades four, five and six are departmentalized. Computer technology is integrated into 
areas of the curriculum where it enhances the educational program. The students are 
offered a variety of opportunities for growth. Training as an altar server begins in fifth grade. 
Students in grades four, five and six may participate in the band program. Participation on 
school sports teams begins in the fifth grade with instructional emphasis and progresses to 
inter-league competition. These are exciting years filled with many opportunities. 
 
Junior High Unit 
The goal in junior high is to work in cooperation with parents to assist students as they 
develop spiritually, academically, physically, socially, and morally. This goal is achieved 
through departmentalization, each teacher being responsible for a particular area of the 
curriculum. Religion, science, social studies, English, literature, mathematics, Spanish, and 
spelling are the core of the junior high academic curriculum. The study and demonstration of 
competency of the United States and Illinois Constitutions are also a requirement for eighth 
grade graduation. 
 
Religion is more than an academic subject; it is a way of life. The religion program in junior 
high has two goals: to contribute to the spiritual growth of each teen and to invite each one 
into responsible participation on the life and work of the faith community. The faith life of a 
junior high student is developed through grade level retreats, participation in unit liturgies 
and social justice projects. 
 
In order to assist parents in the social development of the junior high student the following 
activities are available: Project Alert, Operation Snowflake, CPR classes, eighth grade 
dances and school sponsored athletics. 
 
Classes in physical education, music, art survey, and computer compliment the core 
curriculum and contribute to the development and well being of the student. 
 
The ultimate goal of the junior high program is to send students to high school who have a 
solid moral foundation, are academically prepared, and are life-long learners. 
 
ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM  
Art 
The art program encourages students to explore and implement ideas and imagination 
through various media. Art is taught preschool through sixth grade. At the junior high level 
art and music are combined into an Art Survey Class. 
 
Computer 
The use of the technology is directed and integrated into the curriculum under the guidance 
of the homeroom teacher or specific subject area teacher. Students in grades 3 and 4 have 
scheduled instructional time in the Computer Lab with the classroom teacher.  
Computer classes in grades five and six build upon the students to basic computer literacy 
skills. These skills include basic keyboard recognition, an introduction to word processing 
and presentation skills. 
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Computer classes for the junior high students enhance the use of keyboarding and word 
processing skills to create documents and research papers. At this level the student also 
begins to incorporate Excel, PowerPoint, and internet research into the daily curriculum. 
 
library / Media Center   
St. Hubert Library offers students a variety of non-fiction, fiction, and biographical material, 
as well as, a collection of Easy Readers and picture books. The librarian and a core of 
volunteers staff the library. Primary grade students are introduced to basic library skills. 
These skills include parts of a book, how to use the library, library catalog, and basic 
research skills. Students are also introduced to a variety of literary genres. Through listening 
to a story, the students are challenged to draw conclusions about characters, events, setting 
and purpose. Library class for the fourth grade student builds on the skills learned in the 
primary grades. All students are encouraged to check out library books for a 7-day period. A 
book may be renewed for a week with the permission of the library staff. Reference books, 
such as dictionaries, atlases, almanacs and/or encyclopedias are not available for check 
out, but are available for student use during the school day. Books are not checked out over 
Christmas and Spring break. 
 
Music 
The music education program at St. Hubert Catholic School includes instruction in 
kindergarten through eighth grade. 
Music study in grades K-3 focus on developing the singing voice, learning to move with 
music, creating basic rhythmic patterns, using classroom instruments and relating music to 
the world around us. 
Music study in grades 4-6 broadens all of the skills acquired in the primary grades. At this 
level the music curriculum expands musical knowledge by relating to major composers and 
historical periods that lead to a greater development of musical literacy. 
In grades 7 and 8 the music program is called Art Survey.  It involves using the skills 
previously acquired, and studies the relationships between music cultures, history and art. 
 
Band 
The St. Hubert Band Program provides an opportunity for students to develop an 
understanding and appreciation for music as an art through listening, analysis, and 
performance. This program instills in students an awareness of their own musical talent. A 
student receives instruction in an instrument of choice, and participates in either the 
beginning, intermediate or concert levels of band. Students in the band programs participate 
in various musical activities throughout the year. This program is open to all students in 
grades four through eight. There is an additional fee for this program and it is paid to the 
band director. 
 
Chorus  
A school chorus is available to students in grades five through eight. 
 
Physical Education 
Physical Education classes are an integral part of the curriculum at St. Hubert Catholic 
School. Classes are scheduled for each grade level on a weekly basis. The curriculum 
follows the Archdiocesan guidelines for health and physical fitness. Skill tests are given 
throughout the year. 
Students must be dressed in the St. Hubert gym uniform and gym shoes for all gym classes. 
For safety, slip-on gym shoes are not allowed. On special non-uniform school days, gym 
shoes are the only requirement. A written request from a physician is required for a student 
to be excused from physical education class. 
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Spanish 
Spanish is taught as part of the curriculum to students in grades five through eight. In fifth 
grade students learn by the Audio Lingual method. This prepares them for a formal study of 
Spanish in grades seven and eight.   
 
Curriculum Materials 
 
Religion 
 
Grade K   Our Sunday Visitor   Copyright 2008 
Grade 1   RCL Benziger   Copyright 2003 
Grade 2   RCL     Copyright 2003 
Grades 3-6   RCL Benziger   Copyright 2003 
Grades 7-8   Sadlier    Copyright 1998 
Grade 8   St. Mary�s Press   Copyright 2006 
 
Language Arts 
 
Reading 
 
Grades K-5   Pearson/Scott Foresman  Copyright 2008 
Grades 6-8   Prentice Hall    Copyright 2005 
 
English  
 
Grades K-4   Pearson/Scott Foresman  Copyright 2008 
Grades 5-8   Loyola Press    Copyright 1999 
          
Spelling and Vocabulary 
 
Grades K-4   Pearson/Scott Foresman  Copyright 2008 
Grades 5-6   Houghton Mifflin   Copyright 2006 
Grades 7-8   Houghton Mifflin   Copyright 1999 
 
Handwriting 
 
Grades 1-2   Pearson/Scott Foresman  Copyright 1999 
    D�Nelian Style 
 
Mathematics 
 
Grades K-5   McMillan/McGraw Hill  Copyright 2002 
Grades 6-8   Glencoe    Copyright 2006 
 
Science 
 
Grades K-6   Houghton Mifflin   Copyright 2003 
Grades 7-8   Prentice Hall    Copyright 2005 
 
Social Studies   
Grades 1-6   Houghton Mifflin   Copyright 2006 
 
CARE OF TEXT BOOKS: St. Hubert Catholic School has purchased hard covered textbooks so 
families do not have to purchase new books every year. Prices of books range from $30.00 to $70.00 
per book. Books are to be covered at all times with a removable cover that will not destroy the book.  
Condition of the book at the beginning of the school year will be noted. Fines at the end of the year 
will be based on any new damages to the book incurred during the year. Fines must be paid before 
report cards are distributed at the end of the school year. 
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OPTIONAL PROGRAMS 
Athletic Eligibility  
Students may participate in school sponsored athletic programs if they maintain at least a 
combined GPA of 73%. Athletic eligibility is reviewed every other week.    
 
AFTER SCHOOL STUDENT CLUBS    
Information regarding various after school student programs and clubs will be sent home in 
the fall.  Students who are absent may not participate in after school programs or activities.   
 
Extended Time before and after school Program 
The Extended Time Program is available from 2:00 P.M. � 5:45 P.M. and in the morning 
from 7:00 until regular classes begin.  It provides professional care, supervision, recreation, 
and enrichment activities for the child. It serves families who desire both Catholic school 
education and supplementary after school care in a Christian environment. The program is 
open to students enrolled in St. Hubert Catholic School all day kindergarten through grade 
six. Junior High students may attend the Extended Time after school program with the 
approval of the administration.  
 
An experienced director and aides staff the program. The staff works together to help each 
child grow in maturity and in self-respect, as well as to maintain an atmosphere wherein 
respect and understanding for others are realized. 
 
The program operates on school days when school is in session. The after school program 
is not available when classes are dismissed at 10:30 AM. An emergency that causes school 
to be canceled also results in canceling the Extended Time Program. The program begins 
on the first day of school. 

ORGANIZATIONS 
Parents� Club 
The St. Hubert Parents' Club is open to all parents and guardians of St. Hubert Catholic 
School students. The Parents� Club consists of over twenty standing committees. This 
organization provides all volunteer services including room parents, library, office, computer 
and teacher aides, parent and student enrichment activities, and hospitality for many school 
functions. The Parents� Club also sponsors a Silent Auction and other fund raising activities. 
There are four general membership meetings per year, with speakers and topics of interest 
to parents of elementary school children. All parents are encouraged to join the Parents� 
Club and participate in the activities. 
 

Parents' Club officers for 2008-09 school year are: 

Ann Tripicchio, Co-President  Sue Palia, Treasurer 
Sue Wysocke, Co President  Rochelle Treni, Secretary 
Barb McGinn, Vice President 
 
School Advisory Board 
The function of the St. Hubert Catholic School Advisory Board is to support and work with 
the administration of the school. It concerns itself with matters of budgetary controls, the 
establishment of school policies, and operates within the framework of policies enacted by 
the Office of Catholic Schools. 
 
The School Board is not a grievance committee for settling parent-teacher problems. The 
principal and assistant principal handle these concerns in the school office. 
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For information regarding monthly board meetings, please check the Wednesday Family 
Packet. School Board meetings are open to all parents and are held in the Bernadine Room 
on the first Thursday, September through June. 
 
School Board officers for 2008-09 school year are: 

Beata Candre President 
Julie Bosshart Vice President 
Ted Scislowski Secretary 
 
School Board members for 2008-09 school year are: 

John Durkin Mike Morrisey Sheryl Tully 
Kathy Gerber Sue Palia  Maria Yonkus  
   
   
Father Robert Rizzo 
Pastor  

Mr. Vito C. DeFrisco 
Principal  

Mrs. Alison M. O�Connor 
Assistant Principal  

 
POLICIES 
ADMISSION POLICY 
St. Hubert Catholic School is maintained to offer a Catholic education, three year preschool 
through grade eight, to children of families registered as St. Hubert parishioners, 
parishioners of surrounding parishes, and families of other faiths. The admission of students 
is based upon availability of classroom space. If space is limited, priority is given to siblings, 
providing they are living in the same household with students of St. Hubert Catholic School, 
children of registered parishioners, children transferring from Catholic Schools, children from 
other Catholic parishes and children of other faiths. A child entering preschool, kindergarten, 
and/or first grade must meet the State of Illinois age requirement. Every effort is made to 
meet the special needs of each child at St. Hubert Catholic School. If a child�s needs are 
more than the staff or programs can provide, efforts are made to find an appropriate school 
placement. 
 
Tuition  
Tuition Management� is the company that has been contracted to manage tuition. All 
families must complete the Tuition Management� form. Payment is by deduction from a 
checking or savings account on the 1st or 15th of every month, July 2008 � June 2009. 
 
If your automatic deduction fails it is a parent�s responsibility to contact Tuition 
Management� at 1 800 722-4867 to have the payment resubmitted. In the event of 
consistent delinquencies, you may be asked to withhold your child/children from school until 
the account is brought up to date. All tuition payments must be current before your 
child/children are considered registered for the following school year. 
 
A check is accepted only when payment is made in full on or before June 15, 2008. 
 
Parents having their last child graduating in May 2009 need to make the May and June 
payment prior to the graduation ceremony. Graduates will not partake in graduation 
activities unless all financial commitment has been met.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




