
Can You Say Snow Day?!!! 
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dawn on Thursday.  The 
group finally took off in the 
late afternoon on Thursday, 
but unfortunately had to scale 
back on some of their tour 
plans in order to return home 
as scheduled.  
Happily for Chicago area 
children, all schools were 
closed and students had 
Wednesday and Thursday 
off.  Chicago Public School 
students  had not been given 
a snow day since 1999!  For 
many students this was their 
first school snow day in their 
life.  Due to the planned par-
ent/teacher conferences  
scheduled that week, students 
in District #54 (which hap-
pily included St. Hubert’s) 

By Brian O’Hara 
On February 1, 2011, records 
were broken.  Chicago and its 
suburbs were buried alive in 
snow.  From Tuesday after-
noon to Wednesday morning 
more than twenty inches of 
snow fell trapping the resi-
dents of Chicago.  In recorded 
history only two other snow-
falls in the Chicagoland area 
have accumulated more snow.  
Schaumburg was one of the 
heaviest hit areas receiving 
twenty-two inches of the 
white stuff! 
As the snow fell, drivers real-
ized quickly that this was not 
going to be an easy commute 
home.  A few minor accidents 
caused a pile up on Chicago’s 

Lake Shore Drive that left 
some drivers stranded on the 
Drive for up to twelve hours!  
Many people were stuck from 
3 p.m. on Tuesday afternoon 
until 3 a.m. on Wednesday 
morning. As the snow contin-
ued to pile up, drivers be-
came increasingly frustrated 
and began to abandon their 
cars. In order for Lake Shore 
Drive to be cleared, cars had 
to be slowly towed from the 
street. Drivers were able to 
recover their cars days after 
they had been rescued.   
Area airports shut down, and 
this led to a delayed departure 
for those eighth graders from 
St. Hubert who were sup-
posed to depart at the crack of 
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had a sudden bonus winter 
break!  Many students went 
sledding, had snowball fights, 
and built snowmen, while 
others just stayed inside.  
Unfortunately, some students 
will have to go to school for 
two extra days at the end of 
the school year to make up 
for the two days they missed 
because of the snow storm.    
The snow is melting now, but 
the memories of the bonus 
winter break will not be soon 
forgotten.  People may never 
again see snow this high in 
their lifetime—a true record-
breaking experience.  

The staff of the Knightly Knews examines the aftermath of the blizzard of  2011 

Student Editor:  Roel Mendoza 
Faculty Advisors:  Mr. Barton,  
Mrs. de Geus, Mrs. Gamauf 



By James Becker 
 
If you were not at this year’s spell-
ing bee, you will want to read 
this!!   
On January 13th students from 4th 
through 8th grades participated in 
the 7th annual school spelling bee.  
There were some 36 students who 
qualified.   
Mr. Barton was the announcer.  
The judges were Mrs. McCarthy, 
Mrs. Herrmann and Mrs. Viverito.  
The bee was organized by Mrs.   
de Geus.   
By the 4th round only 9 spellers 

remained.  It was very intense.  I 
felt the rush of excitement through 
my veins as I watched this amaz-
ing event.  I was mesmerized by 
the incredible pressure these stu-
dents took upon themselves.   
Little by little, the spellers were 
eliminated until it finally came 
down to the final four.  The win-
ning word was medallion. 
These  wonderful students realized 
great success for their efforts. 
Third place was a tie between 
Kyra Buenaventura, 5th grade, and 
8th grader Shaneill Nicolas; second  
 

What’s the Buzz Word?   
Spell ing Bee 2011 
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place went to 5th grade’s Alexis  
Caturan and the winner was Benita 
Mathew also from the 8th grade.   
Congratulations to all those who 
participated in this year’s spelling 
bee! 

Congratulations to all of this year’s finalists! 

First Place Winner,  
Benita Matthew 

The Final Four:  Kyra Buenaventura, Shaneill Nicolas,  
Alexis Caturan, and Benita Mathew 



By Brian O’Hara 
I recently had the opportunity to interview the St. Hubert Band director, Mr. Case.   Mr. Case has been the 
band director for St. Hubert for more than a quarter century, and he is one of the few teachers to have taught 
this long at St. Hubert’s.  I was able to interview him on various subjects such as his childhood, his favorite 
instrument, and the Christmas concert  that took place this past December.  
 
Q: How long have you been involved with music? 

A: Since 1970. 
Q: How long have you taught at St. Hubert's? 

A: For twenty-six years. 

Q: How old were you when you started playing an instru- 
    ment, and what instrument was it? 

A: I was twelve, and I played the tuba. 

Q: Where did you go to grammar school, high school, and 
college? 
A: I went to grammar school at Immaculate Conception,  
     I went to high school at St. Rita, and I went to college at 
DePaul. 
Q: What is your favorite instrument? 

A: Trumpet. 
Q: What is your favorite song? 

A: There are too many great songs, but classical music is my favorite. 
Q: Who is your favorite composer? 

A: Mozart. 
Q: What is your favorite play/musical? 

A: Les Misérables 
Q: Did you ever play any sports? 

A: I played football as a kid.�

Q: If you could pick only one person, who was the greatest musician you ever taught? 

A: All of them. 
Q: If you could pick any job in the world that you wanted to do, what would  it be? 

A: What I'm doing. 
Q: What do you consider to be your greatest accomplishment? 
A: Going to work everyday and being happy that I'm going there. 
Q: Lastly, if you could say anything about yourself, what would it be? 
A: I am very lucky to do a job that I love to do and that is still fun.  

Teaching Music with a Passion: Band Director, 
Mr. Richard Case 
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“The Leader of the Band” for more than a  
quarter century, Mr. Richard Case 



Family Dinner 2011 

very fast Mexican dance.  This 
dance seemed to be one of the 
most favorite dances among the 
students.  Everyone seemed to en-
joy the music.   
 
The students who went would like 
to thank Ms. Benitez for taking 
them on this one-of-a- kind field 
trip.  Many students reported that 
they had a lot of fun listening to 
the Latin music.  Ms. Benitez said 
that she hopes that everyone will 
remember this day for a long time 
to come.   
 
The only other thing I have to say 
is that the field trip went out with a 
bang--it was great! 
 

By Nathan Jones 
 
The Elgin Community College 
was the place to be on December 
2nd.  Many St. Hubert students 
were treated to the sounds of Latin 
music.  Ms. Benitez took 4th -8th 
graders on a field trip to listen to a 
presentation of Latin music at the 
college.  The music was very    
interesting and had a lot of rhythm.   
       
The songs were mostly from  
Spanish speaking countries includ-
ing Spain, Cuba, and the           
Dominican Republic.  The songs 
included the Tango and the Samba.  
At the beginning of the show the 
music was very slow.  After the 
first song the music started to get 
faster and more exciting.  This 

made the audience look forward to 
hearing the next song.   
 
After the third song, students were 
asked if they wanted to dance.   
The students who were chosen 
then had the chance to dance to 
famous songs such as the Tango 
and the Samba.  One student, Kyle 
Nelli, said," I was scared at first, 
but once I got the hang of it, I had 
a blast."   
 
Most of the students thought that it 
was very cool and were glad to be 
able to dance on the stage.  
Tommy Photikarm, an 8th grader, 
remarked, "It was very special to 
be able to dance on the stage."   
 
The last dance was the Samba, a 

By Brian O’Hara 
 
Once again the St. Hubert 
Sports Committee hosted a win-
ning event. On January 15th  St. 
Hubert's hosted its annual Sports 
Dinner. Tables were set up in the 
gymnasium with raffle prizes that 
included an autographed Black-
hawks’ hockey puck, tickets to the 
St. Hubert “Black and Gold Gala,” 
and a Nintendo Wii  game system.  
There was a DJ who played some 
tunes while children and their par-
ents danced to the music.  
The atmosphere wasn't the only 
great part about this evening.    

Mostaccioli and meatballs from 
Riccardo's were served with salad 
and garlic bread and a choice of 
soda or water. A large dessert table 
was available after dinner. This 
table offered everything from cake 
and donuts to cookies and brown-
ies. St. Hubert students that par-
ticipate in sports at St. Hubert 
wore their uniforms from their 
sports.  Thank you to all who at-
tended and support our athletic 
program.  The Sports Dinner was 
definitely a slam dunk! 

 

The Tango, the Samba and a Field Trip to Remember! 
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Open House Fun 

for the holidays.  Thank you St. 
Hubert Student Council! 

Congratulations to all of the stu-
dents involved in making the holi-
days better for those in need. 

By Braden LaMore 

Junior High teachers Mrs. Grant 
and Mrs. Mazan gave a reading 
assignment to their seventh grade 
Faith and Literature classes; they 
were to read the book, Take Your 
Best Shot.  As part of the assign-
ment each of the students were 
then asked to take on a project that 
would benefit the faith commu-
nity. 

Three seventh grade students, 
Braden LaMore, Brandon Pelayo, 
and Billy Morrice organized a 
candy collection at school.  They 
asked students to donate some, or 
all, of their Halloween candy as 
part of a program called 
“Halloween Candy Buy Back”.   
The collected candy would be 
traded in and shipped to our troops 
overseas. The candy collected was 
taken to local Streamwood dentist, 
Dr. Mary Madigan, who gave the 

students $1.00 per pound of candy. 
The candy was then shipped to our 
troops. 

The money that Braden, Brandon, 
and Billy received from Dr. Madi-
gan was then donated to another 
worthy cause. The boys had seen a 
television news story about a min-
ister from the south side of       
Chicago named Pastor Jones. He 
had a goal to fulfill the Christmas 
wishes of 617 underprivileged 
children. The students used a good 
portion of the money to purchase 
gifts and fulfill as many wishes as 
possible. The rest of the money 
collected was used to purchase 
warm gloves for a local homeless 
shelter. 

Our Student Council  heard about 
the seventh grade students efforts 
and voted to also donate money to 
Pastor Jones from funds they had 
collected to assist people in need 

video of the Christmas concert was 
playing near the music room that 
showcased the wonderful singing 
voices of Saint Hubert School 
Chorus. 

All the students’ efforts show that 
Saint Hubert School is really an 
A+ school. Overall the open house 
was enjoyable. 

By Roel Mendoza 

On January 30, 2011, St. Hubert 
students attended the 9:00 A.M. 
mass.  Members of the Saint 
Hubert Chorus assisted the church 
choir. Their voices formed perfect 
harmony as they sang songs of 
Christian faith and belief. Before 
the mass ended Father Rizzo gave 
blessings to all students in atten-
dance.  He also gave a blessing to 
the Saint Hubert teachers faculty 
and staff.  Following the mass, 
most attendees then went to the 

open house at school. 

The teachers were in their class-
rooms ready to tell newcomers 
about their class or to tell students’ 
parents about how well their chil-
dren are doing. Student council 
members gave tours to families 
who are thinking about enrolling 
in our school.  Students’ work was 
on display to show their creativity 
and vision, and refreshments such 
as coffee, donuts, juice, milk etc. 
were served in the lunch room for 
those who needed a quick snack. A 

Students Reaching Out To Those In Need 
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Toys and other items given to those in need. 



ting up the rooms, preparing and selling 
food, monitoring the practice rooms, and 
tallying the judges score sheets.  We are 
lucky to have such great volunteers. 

The people we should thank the most are 
the band directors.  They are the ones 
who make the solo contest work.  We 
must also thank the judges for giving their 
time to judge us on our solos. Without 
them the solo contest wouldn’t even exist! 

Our school did great in the solo contest! 
There were 94 people students from our 
school who competed.  Three of these 
students earned perfect scores, 54 stu-
dents earned gold, and 39 were awarded 
silver. It was a great outcome of points 
and medals. We hope everyone that par-
ticipated had a great time and will do just 
as well, if not better, next year. 

By Alan Zapinksi 

Last month, students from the St. Hubert 
band and other area Catholic schools 
competed at the annual Band Solo Con-
test.  The students were given music that 
they practiced for many weeks.  They 
then came to our school to play their solo 
for the judges. The judges determine 
whether the band members earned a per-
fect score, a gold (1-2 mistakes), a silver 
(3-4 mistakes), or a bronze (5-6 mis-
takes). 

Preparing for the solo competition in-
cludes practicing the solo and scales. Stu-
dents receive different solos and scales 
based on the number of years that they 
have been playing.  They have to work on 
dynamics, tempo, and much more.  Pre-
paring for this event is tough, but reward-
ing. 

On the day of the contest, band members 

started arriving at 7:30 a.m., and the last 
solo ended at 2:30.  They arrived at least a 
half hour before their solo to practice. 
With so many instruments being played at 
once, the practice rooms were a loud and 
chaotic place! The pressure started to 
build from there and reached its peak in 
the solo rooms.   

At their scheduled time, the nervous mu-
sicians were brought to a performance 
room where a judge was waiting.  Groups 
of 6-7 students sat in the room waiting for 
their turn to perform while listening to the 
others in their group play their solo 
pieces.  Everyone was at least a little bit 
scared, but the judges were very nice.  
When the students finished playing their 
solos, the judges gave suggestions on how 
the students could improve and become 
better at playing their instruments. 

Many volunteers are needed to make this 
event a success.  Volunteers worked set-

By James Becker 
 
If you are a Cubs fan then you know 
all about the wonderful radio broad-
caster and third baseman, Ron Santo.  
He was a man who believed that he 
could fight through his diabetes and 
continue playing great baseball.  He 
did  exactly that and went on to be 
one of the best radio broadcasters of 
all time.   
Ron persevered through many years 
struggling with his disease, but he 
never complained or felt sorry for 
himself. 
Ron Santo began his major league 
career in 1960.  He played third base 
for 13 years with the Chicago Cubs 
and one year with the White Sox 

Solo Competit ion ‘11     
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“This Old Cub”: Remembering Ron Santo 

before retiring in 1974.  He won five 
Gold Glove Awards and was selected 
to the All Star game nine times. 
Santo’s name will always be associ-
ated with the Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation which was a true 
passion for him. 
Sadly, he was not elected into the 
Baseball Hall of Fame before his 
death, an honor he so greatly  
deserved.   
Ron Santo died on December 3, 2010 
surrounded by his family.  Cubs open-
ing day this year will not be the same 
without him.  A statue of him will be 
erected outside of Wrigley Field later 
this summer.  Every single Cubs fan 
will remember him and he will be 

will remember him.  He will be 
missed. 
 
 
 
 
 



I give this movie a rating of 

    

 

 

By Hugh Tully 

Megamind is about a super villain who 
becomes a super hero. In the beginning of 
the movie, Megamind (played by Will 
Ferrell), the villain, is a little baby whose 
home planet had one big problem: it’s 
being sucked into a black hole and will be 
destroyed in about forty seconds. As a 
result of this, his parents are putting him 
in a tiny spaceship with his fish sidekick, 
Minion (played by David Cross). At the 
same time, a neighboring planet that was 
also being sucked into the black hole has 
the same thing going on. That baby was 
the hero, Metro Man (played by Brad 
Pitt). Metro Man landed on Earth under a 
Christmas tree, while Megamind landed 
in prison. They went to the same school 
where Metro Man was loved and 
Megamind was hated.  

When they became adults, they were still 
exact opposites. Metro Man is the hero 
that defends Metro City from Megamind.  

Finally, after years of brawling, 
Megamind supposedly kills Metro Man 
on the day his museum opens. He and 
Minion then trash the city.  

Megamind becomes bored and depressed 
after a while.  He gets a crazy idea: he 
wants to make a hero because he misses 
the times when he fought Metro Man. So 
Megamind, along with Minion, retrieves 
Metro man’s DNA and inserts it into an 
infuser gun. A news reporter named Rox-
anne Ritchi (played by Tina Fey) is trying 
to figure out and foil Megamind’s plans.  
Romance and craziness continue as the 
movie goes on. 
 The animation was great and every word 
and detail on screen was clear. I only 
found one problem: the last quarter of the 
plot was all happening because of ro-
mance. I found that somewhat pointless. 
Other than that, I thought this was an en-
tertaining story with some hilarious lines 
made a great movie.  

Movie Review:  Megamind 
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By: Andrew Baack 



You can also look them up online 
at:  
www.villagetavernandgrill.com 
Hours:   
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m. – 1 a.m.  
Weekends 11 a.m.– 2 a.m. 
Sun. 11 a.m.– 12 a.m. 
  
     HOPE YOU ENJOY IT!!!  
 
 

By Andrew Baack 
Ever been hungry enough to eat 
something that’s six inches high 
and a foot long? If so, come on 
down to the Village Tavern and 
Grill and order the large nacho 
platter. These nachos can easily 
feed a family of four. The pile of 
nachos is so high that I wasn’t sure 
whether I should eat them or play 
a game of Jenga. These nachos are 
incredible! 
Not a big fan of nachos? Don’t 
worry because the Village Tavern 
not only delivers the greatest na-
chos, but the world’s most famous 

chicken strips. I’m telling you, it’s 
like having a bit of heaven in your 
mouth. You can’t possibly resist 
this mouth watering goodness. 
This place is sure to satisfy you.  It 
is also a great deal to get such an 
enormous amount of food for a 
reasonable price.  
If you want to experience some of 
this good stuff, here’s the info: 
  

 The Village Tavern  
 901 West Wise Road  

Schaumburg.   
 847 – 891- 8866  

                                                  

Solo Contest 
By Alan Zapinski 

 
Kids come from their 

schools 
Trying to get a perfect 

Holding breath for gold 
 

Restaurant Review: The Village Tavern and Grill 
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The Poetry  English Class 
By Alan Zapinski 

 
English class is about learning,  

But all the students are just 
yearning.  

Waiting for the time to pass,  
To get out of that English class. 
At least the teachers are really 

great,  
It’s just the subject that  

Some kids hate. 
 

C
o
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n
e
r 



Quotable Quotes 
from Abraham Lincoln, the 16th president of  

the United States of America 
 

Upon the subject of education, not presuming to dictate any plan or system respecting it, I can only say that 
I view it as the most important subject which we as a people can be engaged in. 

--March 9, 1832  
First Political Announcement 

 
And having thus chosen our course, without guile, and with pure purpose, let us renew our trust in God, 

and go forward without fear, and with manly hearts. 
--July 4, 1861  

then it happened:  replacement 
quarterback, Caleb Hanie, threw 
an interception that ended the 
game.  The Bears season was over, 
and Green Bay was on its way to 
the Super Bowl.  We all know how 
that turned out.   
 
The Chicago Bears had a great 
season considering a lot of people 
predicted that they wouldn’t do 
well this year.  They should be 
proud that all of their hard work 
paid off and that they made it to 
the second round in the playoffs.   
 
Chicagoans are proud of their 
team, and as everyone around here 
knows, there’s always next year! 
 

By Nathan Jones 
On a bitter cold Sunday in      
January, the Chicago Bears battled 
the Seattle Seahawks at Soldier 
Field in front of a sellout crowd 
during the NFC Play-Offs.  The 
crowd cheered loudly as the game 
started and within minutes “Da 
Bears” scored the first touchdown.   
 
As soon as the Bears scored, the 
crowd began singing, “Bear Down, 
Chicago Bears!”  By the third 
quarter, the Bears had a command-
ing lead of 28-3.  The fourth   
quarter was full of excitement as 
the Seahawks scored three touch-
downs!   
 
In the end, it was the Bears who 
were victorious with a final score 
of 35-24.  The fans were chanting 
“Green Bay” as they realized that 
they were moving on to the next 
round of play off games. 
 

On January 23rd, the Chicago 
Bears had home field advantage 
against the team’s biggest rivals, 
the Green Bay Packers.  This was 
a history making game because the 
Bears had not played the Packers 
in a post-season game since 1941.  
The Bears were victorious back 
then; unfortunately, this game 
would not have the same outcome   
 
The Bears ended up losing the 
game to Green Bay with a final 
score of 21-14.     Quarterback Jay 
Cutler played the first half of the 
game but was later taken out due 
to a knee injury.   
 
The game started out with the 
Bears trailing the Packers 14-0.  
The Bears finally scored, and by 
the fourth quarter they were trail-
ing by just seven points.  With 
only three minutes left, the Bears 
were marching down the field   
and getting closer to the end zone.  
The crowd was going crazy!  And 

Da-Bears:  Playoff Games in Review 
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Mr. Barton is Still Puzzled… 
National League Ballparks 
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